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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OB'  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1913. 


TO  THE  DURSLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, — 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  for 
the  year  1913. 

A.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

(1)  Your  District  comprises  the  civil  parishes  of  Cam,  Coaley, 
Dursley,  Kingswood,  North  Nibley,  Nympsfield,  Owlpen,  Slimbridge, 
Stinchcombe,  Uley  and  Wotton-under-Edge.  It  is  bounded  by  the 
River  Severn  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Wheatenhurst,  Nailsworth, 
Tetbury,  Chipping  Sodbury,  and  Thornbury.  The  area  of  the  district 
is  26,876  acres,  or,  exclusive  of  area  covered  by  inland  water,  26,775 
acres.  The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  was 
12,377,  that  at  the  Census  of  1911  being  12,233.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houses  at  the  Census  of  1911  was  2,928,  giving  an  average 
number  of  persons  per  house  4.18.  Part  of  the  district  lies  in  the 
valley  of  the  Severn,  and  other  parts  embrace  valleys  and  portions 
of  the  Cotswold  Hills.  In  the  low-lying  flat  part  of  the  district, 
extending  from  the  river  Severn  towards  the  Cotswold  Hills,  we 
find  the  geological  formation  to  be  Lower  Lias  Clay  and  Limestone 
with  patches  of  'gravel  ; in  the  valleys,  Marlstone  ; while  the  hills 
are  composed  of  Inferior  Oolite. 

(2) .  The  various  industries  have  continued  in  a prosperous  con- 
dition and  work  has  been  plentiful.  The  district  is  largely  an  agricul- 
tural one,  the  greater  part  being  laid  down  in  pasture  land.  Orchards 
are  numerous,  and  much  cider  is  made,  but  chiefly  for  home  con- 
sumption. A considerable  quantity  of  milk  is  sent  to  large  towns. 
In  Slimbridge  parish  are  small  iron  works  and  a saw  mill ; in 
Coaley,  edge  tool  works ; in  Cam,  cloth,  leather-board  and  flour 
mills  ; while  in  Dursley  are  manufactured  agricultural  implements, 
cream  separators,  churns,  ornamental  flower  pots,  sheep-shearing  and 
horse-clipping  implements,  petrol  engines  and  bicycles;  and  there  are 
also  rope-twine,  sack  and  carpet  factories,  dynamo  and  electric  motor 
works,  and  printing  works ; in  Kingswood  a silk  and  elastic  goods 
factory,  and  a flock  mill ; in  Wotton-under-Edge  printing  works. 
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In  the  works  in  Dursley,  polishing  of  metals  on  a wheel  is 
carried  on.  Fans  are  used  to  prevent  inhalation  of  the  dust,  and  the 
workers  are  provided  with  respirators.  Otherwise,  there  are  no  in- 
dustries dangerous  to  life  and  health,  and  there  are  no  offensive 
trades. 

There  are  many  old  houses,  some  of  which  are  a hundred  years 
old  or  more,  built  of  stone.  Newer  houses  are  mostly  built  of  brick. 
Being  a Rural  District,  nearly  all  the  houses  have  gardens,  so  that 
there  is  a free  circulation  of  air;  but  a few  in  the  towns  of  Dursley 
and  Wotton-under-Edge  are  deficient  in  these  respects.  A number 
of  houses  have  no  exit  or  windows  at  the  back,  while  in  the  town  of 
Dursley  a few  are  built  back  to  back.  In  the  old  houses,  lack  of  light 
and  ventilation  are  the  chief  defects,  owing  to  the  small  size  of  the 
windows  and  to  the  fact  that  so  many  windows  are  not  made  to 
open.  These  defects  are  also  not  altogether  absent  in  many  of  the 
newer  houses.  The  proper  ventilation  of  passages  and  staircases  is 
especially  deficient  in  many  houses,  and  thus  a mass  of  stagnant  air 
is  harboured  in  the  centre  of  the  houses,  rendering  them  unhealthy. 
Unsatisfactory  larders  are  very  common,  any  hole  or  corner  often 
being  used  in  which  to  store  food,  without  much  or  any  regard  for 
ventilation.  It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  food  kept  under  such 
conditions  cannot  remain  wholesome  for  long.  The  occupiers  of 
cottages  usually  keep  the  doors  open  all  day,  and  thereby  render  their 
cottages  much  more  healthy  than  they  would  otherwise  be.  As  a 
rule,  the  houses  are  kept  very  clean.  Many  cottages  are  not  provided 
with  rain  spouting;  thus  they  are  damper  than  they  would  otherwise 
be.  This  defect  is  of  moment  to  both  the  landlord  and  the  tenant, 
damaging  the  former’s  property  and  the  latter’s  health. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  for  the  year  ending  September 
30th,  1913,  was  £2,397,  as  compared  with  £2,325  for  the  previous 
year. 


There  are  no  hospitals  or  other  forms  of  gatuitous  medical 
relief  in  the  district,  except  the  Workhouse.  The  following 
Institutions  outside  the  district  receive  sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  district,  viz.  : —Gloucester  County  Asylum,  Gloucester  Royal 
Infirmary,  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary,  Bristol  General  Hospital,  and 
Berkeley  Hospital. 

B.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. — There  are  public  water  supplies  in  the  parishes 
of  Coaley,  Dursley,  Kingswood  and  Wotton-under-Edge.  These 
supplies  are  constant,  and  the  quality  of  the  waters  good,  though 
hard.  They  are  not  liable  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action.  The 
adequacy  of  these  supplies  is  sufficient. 


The  Coaley  Water  Supply  is  derived  from  a spring  at  Spring 
Tyning,  where  the  water  enters  a reservoir,  and  is  thence  distributed 
by  gravitation  without  previous  filtration.  The  supply  is  very 
abundant. 


The  Dursley  Water  Supply  is  obtained  from  a well  situated  at 
Caswell  Stream,  304  feet  above  sea-level.  The  well  is  54  feet  deep 
with  a diameter  of  6 feet.  It  is  cemented  for  a depth  of  44  feet  from 
the  surface,  and  there  is  a practically  constant  supply  of  eight  feet 
of  water.  The  water  is  pumped  into  a reservoir  with  a capacity  of 
90,000  gallons,  at  Whiteway,  from  whence  it  is  distributed  without 
filtration.  About  45,000  gallons  are  used  per  day.  Two  samples 
were  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst,  one  being  taken  from  the 
Pumping  Station  and  the  other  from  a tap  at  a private  house.  The 
following  is  a copy  of  the  report  received  of  the  analysis  of  the 
former  : — 


(Copy). 

“ City  and  County  Laboratory, 

47,  Park  Road,  Gloucester, 

October  21st,  1913. 


Analytical  Report. 

Analysis  of  Water  received  from  Dursley  Rural  District  Council,  on 
October  16th,  il913,  taken  by  G.  Embrey,  marked  ‘ No.  1 Dursley 

Pumping  Station.’ 

Parts  per  100,000. 


Total  solid  matter  

Combined  Chlorine  

Nitratis  (Nitrogen  as)  

Nitrites  

Mineral  Ammonia  

Organic  Ammonia  

Oxygen  required  for  combustion  of  organic 
matter  


34. 

1.6-  Na.  Cl.  2.6 

absent 

absent 

absent 

.001 

.003 


Permanent 

Temporary 

Total 


Hardness  in  Degrees. 
. ...  2.8 
19.6 
. ...  22.4 


Bacteriological 

Micro-Organisms,  per  cubic  centimetre  6 harmless  kinds 

Bacillus  Enteritidis  Sporogenes absent 

Bacillus  Coli  Communis  absent 

The  sample  was  clear,  bright  and  odourless. 

I fail  to  find  evidence  of  sewage,  or  other  pollution,  and  am  of 
opinion  that  the  water  is  unusually  pure. 

A Bacteriological  examination  confirms  the  results  obtained  by 
chemical  analvsis. 


(Signed)  GEO.  EMBREY,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 

Public  Analyst.” 
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The  analysis  of  the  sample  taken  from  a tap  in  a private  house 
gave  exactly  the  same  results,  except  that  total  solid  matter  amounted 
to  36  parts  per  100,000,  and  there  were  present  12  harmless  kinds  of 
micro-organisms  per  cubic  centimetre. 


In  1911,  the  District  Council  acquired  the  private  water  supply 
to  Poole  Cottages,  consisting  of  a deep  well,  windmill,  reservoir  and 
service  pipes.  The  supply  is  abundant,  and  the  quality  of  the  water 
excellent.  At  present  this  supplies  Poole  Cottages  only,  but  at  some 
future  time,  it  may  be  extended. 


The  Kingswood  Water  Supply  comes  from  a spring  at  Sinwell, 
where  the  water  is  collected  in  a reservoir,  and  from  thence  dis- 
tributed by  gravitation  without  previous  filtration. 


The  Wotton-under-Edge  Water  Supply  is  collected  from  springs 
on  the  top  of  Coombe  Hill  into  a reservoir  above  the  town.  A supply 
is  also  derived  from  the  valley  in  dry  weather  and  pumped  into  the 
reservoir.  The  water  is  not  filtered. 


Parish  of  Cam. — There  is  a small  supply  of  water  in  Upper 
Cam,  and  another  in  Lower  Cam,  by  means  of  stand  pipes  and  cis- 
terns wath  taps,  and  also  in  Lower  Cam  a pump  under  the  control 
of  the  Council.  These  supply  but  few  houses.  The  chief  source  of 
water  supply  is  obtained  from  shallow  wells,  many  of  which,  owing  to 
bad  construction,  allow  of  the  entrance  of  surface  waters  during  heavy 
rains.  In  many  cases  the  amount  of  supply  is  deficient  in  summer. 
During  the  year,  no  improvements  have  been  effected.  I have  investi- 
gated the  need  for  better  arrangements  in  the  more  populous  parts  of 
the  parish,  through  which  the  new  sewer  runs,  and  after  careful  con- 
sideration have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a great  need  for 
a public  wmter  supply  for  domestic  and  sew^erage  purposes. 


In  other  parishes  the  chief  source  of  water  supply  is  derived  from 
shallow  wells. 


34  Certificates  under  Section  6 of  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878,  have  been  granted  for  34  houses. 


18  Samples  of  Water  were  analysed  during  the  year. 


Rainfall. — The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall  in  Dursley,  for 
which  information  I am  indebted  to  Messrs.  John  Richards  and  Co., 
The  Nurseries. 
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Month 

Total  inches 

Maximum 

Date 

No.  of  days  on  which 

•01  of  an  inch  or 
more  fell. 

January 

5-82 

1-40 

4 

15 

February 

1-36 

•36 

7 

8 

March 

4-03 

•57 

22 

19 

April 

3-70 

•74 

15 

17 

May 

2-69 

•46 

3 

13 

June 

•45 

•10 

3 

6 

July 

•71 

•22 

19 

7 

August 

•82 

.29 

26 

7 

September 

3-53 

1-46 

4 

12 

October 

2-72 

•56 

7 

15 

November 

315 

•87 

11 

16 

December 

1-22 

•47 

7 

9 

Totals 

30-20 

144 

Average  for  previous  18  years,  32.22  inches. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — The  Streams  in  the  district  are  the  Cam, 
the  Nibley  Brook,  Dyer’s  Brook,  Alderley  Brook,  and  the  Wickwar 
Brook. 

The  Cam  drains  Uley,  Dursley,  Cam  and  the  greater  part  of 
Coaley  parishes.  It  then  flows  through  Slimbridge  parish  and  enters 
the  Berkeley  and  Gloucester  Canal.  It  is  polluted  at  Dursley,  where 
the  old  sewer  discharges  into  it.  This  pollution  is  diminishing  each 
year,  as  the  drains  are  being  connected  with  the  new  sewer.  The 
stream  is  also  polluted  in  the  village  of  Lower  Cam,  where  drains 
and  closets  empty  into  it.  During  1913  no  action  has  been  taken  to 
check  this  in  Cam. 

The  Nibley  Brook  drains  the  greater  part  of  North  Nibley,  and 
discharges  into  the  Matford  Brook  in  the  Thornbury  district. 

The  Dyer’s  Brook  drains  the  town  of  Wotton-under-Edge,  and 
the  Alderley  brook  the  Alderley  part  of  Wotton-under-Edge  parish. 
These  brooks  unite  at  Kingswood  and  eventually  join  the  Little  Avon 
at  Charfield  Mills.  Dyer’s  brook  is  polluted  by  the  discharge  into  it 
of  the  sewer  of  the  town  of  Wotton-under-Edge.  Pollution  also 
occurs  at  Kingswood  by  means  of  the  sewer,  drains  and  closets  of 
private  houses  and  mills. 

The  Wickwar  brook  drains  a small  part  of  the  parish  of  Kings- 
wood. It  unites  with  the  two  preceding  brooks  at  Charfield  to  form 
the  Little  Avon.  It  forms  a boundary  between  this  district  and  those 
of  Chipping  Sodbury  and  Thornbury. 
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With  the  exception  of  the  Nibley  brook,  it  may  be  said  that  these 
streams  are  not  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Dursley  and  Cam  have  a united 
water-carriage  sewerage  system,  the  separate  system  having  been 
adopted.  The  sewers  are  ventilated  by  manholes  and  thirteen  6-inch 
shafts,  30  feet  high.  The  drains  are  intercepted  by  traps  between 
the  sewer  and  the  house,  inspection  chambers  being  provided  in 
many,  but  not  all  cases.  The  soil  pipe  is  continued  up  above  the 
roof  for  ventilation.  During  the  year  extensions  of  the  sewer  have 
been  made  in  Dursley  at  The  Knapp  to  serve  new  houses,  and  at  The 
Slade,  at  a cost  of  about  £180. 

21  connections  were  made  with  the  new  sewer  in  Dursley  during 
1913,  and  7 in  Cam,  the  latter  being  the  drains  of  7 new  houses. 

Further  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

In  Wotton-under-Edge  there  is  no  proper  sewerage  system,  but 
a sewer  discharges  into  Dyer’s  brook,  the  sewage  receiving  no 
treatment,  A new  drainage  scheme  has  been  prepared,  and,  after  an 
enquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  adopted.  A loan,  amount- 
ing to  £10500,  has  been  granted,  but  the  work  has  not  yet  been 
started. 

At  Kingswood  there  is  an  old  sewer,  originally  intended  for 
storm  waters,  but  house  drains  have  been  connected  with  it.  It  dis- 
charges into  the  brook.  There  are  also  three  large  Mills,  the  closets 
of  which  discharge  directly  into  the  stream. 

I have  been  asked  to  make  observations  as  to  the  desirability  or 
otherwise  of  a scheme  of  sewerage  for  Kingswood.  I am  of  opinion 
that,  as  a considerable  amount  of  pollution  of  the  brook  takes  place,  a 
scheme  is  required,  but  at  present  I am  unable  to  state  whether  this 
should  embrace  the  whole  village  or  only  parts  of  it.  However,  this 
question  will  receive  my  attention  during  the  coming  year. 

In  Nympsfield  there  was  an  old  stone  drain  for  storm-waters. 
From  time  to  time  house  drains  have  been  connected  with  it,  thus 
converting  it  into  a sewer.  It  was  found  to  be  stopped  up,  with  the 
result  that  a well  became  polluted  and  a cellar  flooded.  Re-construc- 
tion of  the  sewer  is  under  consideration. 

The  following  parts  of  the  district  are  not  served: — Coaley, 
Nibley,  Owlpen,  Slimbridge,  Stinchcombe,  and  Uley. 

Closet  Accommodation  and  Scavenging. — In  Dursley  a few  pail 
closets  still  exist,  but  none  are  emptied  by  the  District  Council.  There 
are  also  a few  vaults. 
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In  Wotton-under-Edge  there  are  many  pail  closets,  which  are 
emptied  once  a week  by  the  District  Council.  This  emptying  takes 
place  throughout  the  day,  and  in  many  cases  the  pails  have  to  be 
carried  through  the  dwelling  rooms.  These  features  are  most 
objectionable. 

In  Cam  parish  there  are  approximately  97  water  closets,  33  of 
which  are  ‘‘slop-closets,”  and  6 flushed  automatically,  the  rest  being 
fitted  with  flushing  cisterns. 

In  the  small  villages  the  commonest  method  is  the  privy  with 
vault.  These  are  generally  emptied  once  a year  by  the  occupiers. 
There  are  also  cesspools,  emptied  by  the  occupiers.  Cesspools  are 
adopted  for  all  new  houses. 

No  record  has  been  made  of  the  closet  accommodation  in  this 
district.  There  are  many  water-closets  in  Wotton-under-Edge,  but 
I am  unable  to  give  the  approximate  numbers ; in  Dursley  there 
are  456. 

House  refuse  in  the  towns  of  Dursley  and  Wotton-under-Edge 
and  in  the  village  of  Cam  is  removed  once  a week  by  the  District 
Council.  The  scavenging  tip  for  Dursley  is  situated  near  the  town  at 
Whiteway.  It  has  been  fully  recognised  that  this  tip  has  been  used 
too  long,  but  the  District  Council  have  been  unable  to  procure  an- 
other. However,  negotiations  are  proceeding  and  it  is  expected  that 
a disused  gravel-pit  at  Woodmancote,  in  every  way  suitable,  will  soon 
be  acquired.  In  Wotton-under-Edge  the  refuse  is  taken  into  Kings- 
wood  parish  and  deposited  on  a farm.  In  Cam  a tip  in  a field  at  the 
top  of  Cam  Pitch  has  been  used  for  several  years,  but  now  the  refuse 
is  taken  to  a disused  lane  near  Cam  Green.  In  other  parishes  there 
is  no  great  necessity  to  collect  the  refuse,  as  it  can  be  buried  in 
gardens. 

In  the  town  of  Wotton-under-Edge  one  man  is  constantly  em- 
ployed sweeping  the  streets,  and  receives  help  when  it  is  required. 
The  streets  are  kept  in  very  good  order.  In  the  town  of  Dursley  a 
man  is  similarly  employed.  Last  year  I reported  that  he  was  unable 
to  keep  the  streets  in  a proper  state  of  cleanliness.  It  was  recognised 
that  much  of  the  man’s  time  was  taken  up  in  wheeling  the  sweepings 
away,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  have  them  carted  away.  This 
has  effected  very  little  improvement.  The  streets  are  still  in  a very 
unsatisfactory  condition.  The  traffic  in  Dursley  has  increased  con- 
siderably during  the  past  few  years,  and  more  labour  is  required  to 
keep  the  streets  clean.  In  dry  weather  the  streets  in  both  Dursley  and 
Wotton-under-Edge  are  watered. 
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General  Work. — See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  he  controlled  by  Bye-Laws 
or  Regulations: — - 

The  Slaughterhouses — 20. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses,  of  which  there  are  two  regis- 
tered, both  situated  in  Wotton-under-Edge.  Both  are  kept  satisfac- 
torily. 

There  are  no  cellar  dwellings,  nor  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

Schools. — There  are  18  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  this 
District.  At  the  Hopton  Endowed  School,  Upper  Cam,  a drain 
discharges  on  to  the  surface  of  the  ground  at  the  bottom  of  the 
garden  close  to  the  closets.  This  is  most  objectionable,  and  is  receiving 
my  attention.  At  the  Uley  Church  of  England  School  there  is  no  water 
supply.  With  these  exceptions,  the  sanitary  conditions  and  water 
supplies  at  all  of  the  Schools  are  satisfactory. 

On  Friday  in  each  week  the  names  of  all  the  children  newly 
absent  from  Scnool  on  account  of  infectious  conditions  during  the 
current  week  are  forwarded  in  duplicate  to  me  by  the  Head  Teachers 
of  the  various  Schools.  On  satisfying  myself,  by  personal  knowledge 
or  by  inquiries  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  School  Attendance 
Officers,  that  the  children  are  absent  from  school  on  account  of  the 
reasons  stated,  I sign  the  forms  and  send  them  to  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 

Each  Head  Teacher  is  provided  with  a chart  giving  information 
as  to  the  chief  symptoms  of  infectious  diseases,  and  instructions  as 
to  what  action  should  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  affected  child  and  to 
other  children  in  the  same  house. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  acts  under  the  County  and  not  under 
the  District  Council. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  has  kindlv  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  particulars  of  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  in 
connection  with  the  Schools  in  the  District  notified  by  the  Head 
Teachers  during  1913:  — 


Notifications 

Cases 

Suspects 

Children  in 
same  House 

Scarlet  Fever 

....  4 

— 

10 

Diphtheria  

....  2 

1 

6 

Measles  

....  181 

24 

79 

Chicken  Pox  

....  38 

18 

0 

Mumps  

....  2 

. . . — 

— 

Ringworm  

....  24 

— 

— 

Others  

....  2 

— 

— 
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Schools  closed  : — 

School  days 


Date  of  period  of 

Name  of  Sehool.  Disease.  Date  of  Closure,  re-opening.  Closure. 

Lower  Cam  Infants  Measles  7 April,  1913  5 May,  1913  20  days 

*Dursley  Wesleyan  ,,  4 March,  1913  31  March,  1913  19  days 

Kingswood  Council  ,,  10  June,  1913  7 July,  1913  19  days 

^School  closed  for  Infectious  Disease  up  to  Easter  Holidays. 

19  days  include  Easter  Holidays. 


Food  : — 

(a) .  Milk  Supply. — The  milk  produced  in  the  district  is  regarded 
as  being  wholesome  and  of  good  quality,  but  none  has  been  analysed. 
No  case  of  disease,  infectious  or  other,  has  been  traced  to  milk.  No 
milk  is  imported  into  the  district. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  are  carried  out, 
but  there  are  no  local  Acts,  Regulations  or  Bye-Laws.  The  number 
of  persons  registered  is  76.  During  the  year  3 certificates  were  gran- 
ted. No  applications  were  refused. 

In  regard  to  tuberculous  milk,  no  action  has  been  taken, 

(b) .  Other  Foods. — Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection, — No 
cases  of  unsound  food  were  dealt  with.  The  sanitary  condition  of 
premises  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale,  is 
on  the  whole  good. 

Condition  of  Bakehouses. — Good. 

Meat  Inspection,  Disease  in  Meat,  and  Condition  of  Slaughter- 
houses.— The  Sanitary  Inspector  frequently  visits  the  Slaughter- 
houses while  slaughtering  is  in  process,  but  no  diseased  carcases  have 
been  observed.  Further  inspection  has  not  been  made.  The  slaughter- 
houses are  kept  in  fairly  good  condition.  Those  in  Wotton-under- 
Edge  are  particularly  well  kept. 

(c) .  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. — No  work  has  been  done 
by  the  local  authorities  under  these  Acts. 

Flousing. — During  the  year  34  houses  have  been  built  by  private 
enterprise,  in  the  parishes  as  follows  : — Cam,  13;  Dursley,  17;  Nibley, 
2;  Stinchcombe,  2.  Water  certificates  were  granted  to  each.  182 
inspections  were  made. 

At  Dursley  a scheme  has  been  adopted,  after  a Local  Govern- 
ment Board  enquiry,  for  the  erection  of  38  new  houses  for  the  work- 
ing classes.  The  work  was  begun  in  November,  but  none  of  the 
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houses  were  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A loan  amounting  to 
£8,300  was  granted. 

At  Wotton-under-Edge,  a similar  scheme  for  the  erection  of  8 
new  houses  has  been  adopted,  but  has  not  yet  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts,  1909  and  1910,  135  houses  were 
inspected,  48  preliminary  notices  were  served  to  remedy  defects,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  bad  ventilation,  defective  floors,  dampness,  and, 
in  a few  cases,  defective  roofs. 

A closing  order  was  served  on  1,  this  being  at  Uley.  Over- 
crowding was  found  in  2 cases,  and  abated.  Notices  were  served  on 
4 to  thoroughly  cleanse  bedding  and  the  inside  of  the  houses. 

There  is  still  a demand  for  houses  for  the  working  classes  in 
every  parish  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  Owlpen,  this  demand 
being  especially  urgent  in  the  parishes  of  Dursley,  Cam,  Coaley  and 
Uley. 

In  Durslev  the  38,  and  in  Wotton-under-Edge  the  8 new  houses 
mentioned  above  will  shortly  be  built  by  the  District  Council.  In 
Cam  parish  about  20  houses  will  probably  be  built  by  private  enter- 
prise during  the  coming  year. 

Supervision  over  erection  of  New  Houses. — The  Sanitary  Sur- 
veyor made  frequent  visits  to  and  inspections  of  all  houses  during 
erection. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  the  construction  of  new  houses  are  in  force 
in  Dursley  parish  only. 

Workshops,  Work-places,  etc. — Particulars  relating  to  these 
are  given  in  the  Form  issued  by  the  Home  Office,  attached  to  this 
Report. 

C.  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

1.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Sanitary  Surveyor,  Inspector  under  the 

Housing  Act,  1909,  and  Officer  under  Tuberculosis  Regulations. 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation,  etc. 

In  relation  to  dangerous  infectious  diseases,  the  Council 

rent  a house  named  ‘‘  The  Moors,”  situated  in  Coaley  parish, 

for  use  as  an  Isolation  Hospital.  There  is  one  day-room  and 


14 


three  wards  with  nine  available  beds.  Cases  of  any  notifiable  dis- 
ease, except  tuberculosis,  are  admitted.  The  Hospital  is  not 
suitable,  though  in  emergencies  it  is  used,  for  the  treatment 
of  cases  of  two  infectious  diseases  concurrently.  There  are  no 
observation  wards,  but  one  might  be  used  as  such.  The 
accommodation  is  usually  sufficient.  The  Hospital  is  under 
the  charge  of  a caretaker,  who  acts  as  nurse,  and  who  obtains 
help  for  house-work  when  required.  When  cases  of  two 
infectious  diseases  are  in  the  Hospital  a trained  nurse  is 
procured  to  attend  to  the  cases  of  one  disease.  On  two  occa- 
sions during  the  year  cases  of  two  infectious  diseases,  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria,  were  concurrently  treated  for  periods  of 
14  and  20  days  respectively.  On  neither  occasion  did  either 
of  the  diseases  spread  to  other  inmates. 

In  relation  to  Tuberculosis,  no  provision  has  been  made 
by  the  District  Council,  but  a Scheme  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act  is  being  prepared  by  the  County  Council  for 
the  treatment  of  both  insured  and  uninsured  persons,  and  will 
be  adopted  in  this  District.  I do  not  consider  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  utilise  any  part  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
cases  of  tuberculosis. 

3.  Administration  of  Local  Acts  or  general  adoptive  Acts  in  force 
in  the  district:  — 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. — In  force  in  the 
whole  of  the  district.  Adopted  in  1892.  No  action  has  been 
taken  under  this  Act.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
during  the  year  has  been  attributable  to  Milk  supply. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III, — In  force  in 
the  whole  of  the  district.  Adopted  in  1892.  No  action  has 
been  taken  under  this  Act. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889. — In  force  in 
the  whole  of  the  district.  Adopted  in  1898.  For  action  taken, 
see  under  “ Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious 
Diseases.” 

Public  Health  Act,  1875: — Sections  42  and  44: — In  force 
in  Dursley.  Adopted  in  1893.  Under  Section  42,  the  Local 
Authority  contracts  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  from 
premises,  for  the  proper  cleansing  of  the  Streets,  and  for  the 
proper  watering  of  Streets  in  Dursley.  Under  Section  44, 
byelaws  are  in  force  in  Dursley  for  the  prevention  of  nuisances 
arising  from  snow,  filth,  dust,  ashes,  and  rubbish,  and  for  the 
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prevention  of  the  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so  as  to 
be  injurious  to  health. 

Section  169,  paragraphs  2,  and  3. — In  force  in  the  whole 
of  the  District,  Adopted  in  1905. 

Section  ITO. — In  force  in  the  whole  of  the  District.  Adopted 
in  1905. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890,  Section  29:  — 
In  force  in  the  whole  of  the  District.  Adopted  in  1905. 

) 

4.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  work. 

Analysis  of  water  has  been  the  only  chemical  work  carried  out. 
The  bacteriological  work  is  chiefly  done  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  University  of  Bristol,  consisting  of  the  examination 
of  swabs,  sputa,  and  the  serum  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever.  The 
arrangements  for  such  examinations  were  made  by  the  County 
Council. 

In  all  cases  of  diphtheria  swabs  were  examined  as  a means 
of  diagnosis  and  again  at  the  end  of  the  cases  to  determine 
the  cessation  of  the  infective  stage.  In  all  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  sputa  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli,  positive  results  being  obtained  in  all. 

During  the  year,  a Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was 
held  in  respect  to  the  closure  of  the  Burial  Ground  at  the 
Wotton-under-Edge  Parish  Church.  It  is  expected  that  a 
closure  order  will  be  received  shortly.  Steps  are  being  taken 
to  procure  a new  Burial  Ground. 

D,  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious 

Diseases. 

During  the  year,  47  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified, 
including  12  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  8 cases  of 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  Table  IT  shows  the  number  of  cases 
of  various  infectious  diseases,  the  periods  of  life  in  which  they  oc- 
curred, and  the  number  in  the  various  parishes. 

Excluding  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  27  cases  were  notified  as 
compared  with  100  in  1912,  and  100  in  1911. 

Diphtheria. — 15  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  53  in 
1912  and  11  in  1911.  This  gives  an  attack  rate  of  1.21  per  1,000 
of  population,  as  compared  with  1,39  in  England  and  Wales,  1.16  in 
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the  Administrative  County  of  Gloucester,  and  0.97  in  the  aggregate 
of  the  Rural  Districts  of  Gloucestershire.  7 cases  were  very  slight, 
and  would  not  have  been  recognised  as  cases  of  diphtheria  had  it  not 
been  that  bacteriological  examinations  of  swabs  gave  positive  results. 
8 cases  were  probably  caused  by  insanitary  conditions,  which  were 
remedied  as  far  as  possible.  The  origin  of  the  other  7 cases  could 
not  be  ascertained.  None  of  the  cases  were  traced  to  personal  infec- 
tion, school  attendance,  water  or  milk  supply.  No  ‘‘contacts”  were 
discovered  suffering  from  diphtheria.  There  were  no  deaths.  Two 
cases  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  one  for  a period  of  26, 
and  the  other  20  days.  6 cases  were  notified  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  3 being  in  Dursley,  2 in  Cam,  and  1 in  Coaley  parishes 
respectively. 

In  the  second  quarter,  1 case  occurred  in  Slimbridge,  1 in 
Dursley  and  1 in  Cam  parish.  In  the  third  quarter,  3 cases  occurred 
in  Dursley  and  1 in  North  Nibley  parish.  In  the  fourth  quarter,  there 
were  2 cases  in  Dursley  parish. 

Erysipelas. — Total,  3 cases,  as  compared  with  8 in  1912,  and 
10  in  1911.  This  gives  an  attack  rate  of  0.24,  as  compared  with  0-63 
in  England  and  Wales,  0.49  in  the  Administrative  County  of 
Gloucester,  and  0.44  in  the  aggregate  of  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Gloucestershire.  Two  cases  occurred  in  Wotton-under-Edge  parish, 
and  1 in  Dursley.  There  were  2 cases  in  the  third  quarter  and  1 in 
the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  9 cases  notified,  as  compared  with 
34  in  1912  and  77  in  1911.  The  attack  rate  was  0.73  per  1,000  of 
population  as  compared  with  3.57  in  England  and  Wales,  3.97  in  the 
Administrative  County  of  Gloucester,  and  3.52  in  the  aggregate  of 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Gloucestershire.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  2 cases  occurred  in  Dursley,  and  1 in  Wotton-under-Edge  parish. 
In  the  second  quarter  there  were  2 cases  in  Cam  parish,  in  the  third 
quarter  2 cases  in  Dursley  parish,  and  in  the  fourth  quarter  2 cases 
in  Wotton-under-Edge.  Two  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house,  but 
there  was  no  connection  between  any  of  the  other  cases.  In  none  of 
the  cases  was  infection  contracted  at  School.  There  were  no  deaths. 
Three  cases  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  for  40,  42  and  49 
days  respectively.  There  were  no  return  cases.  It  is  stated  that 
the  female  sex  throughout  life  is  more  liable  to  scarlet  fever  than  the 
male  sex.  Of  the  9 cases,  6 were  males  and  3 females.  If  we  add 
to  these  the  cases  that  occurred  in  'the  years  1911  and  1912,  we  find 
that  76  were  females  and  44  males. 


Enteric  Fever. — No  cases  were  notified  in  this  district  during 
the  year.  One  fatal  case,  of  a person  whose  usual  residence  was  in 
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this  district,  but  who  was  an  inmate  of  a Public  Institution  outside  the 
district,  occurred.  The  disease  was  not  contracted  in  this  District. 

Tuberculosis. — See  page  18. 

Arrangements  for  Isolation  and  Disinfection,  and  means 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  dangerous  Infectious  Diseases. — 

1.  — As  soon  as  possible  after  a certificate  of  notification  is 
received,  the  house  in  which  the  infectious  case  has  occurred  is 
visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself,  or  both  of  us.  If  the  case 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  isolated  at  home,  owing  to  lack  of  accommo- 
dation or  other  circumstances,  it  is  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

2.  Printed  instructions  relating  to  isolation,  etc.,  are  given  to 
the  householder. 

3.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of  cost  to  people  in  humble 

life. 

4.  All  children  in  the  infected  house  are  required  to  cease  their 
attendance  at  School,  both  week-days  and  Sundays,  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  County  Council  Education  Committee. 

5.  When  the  infected  person  is  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  or  is  certified  by  the  medical  practitioner  in  attendance  to 
have  recovered  from  the  infectious  disease,  the  house  is  thoroughly 
disinfected  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  a certificate  of  Proper 
Disinfection  ” is  forwarded  to  the  School  authorities. 

6.  Insanitary  conditions  found  are  dealt  with  as  far  as  possible. 

T.  The  Disinfection  of  Public  Elementary  Schools,  when  any 
infectious  disease  is  prevalent  among  the  scholars. 

8.  The  closure  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  when  this  is  found 
to  be  necessary,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Superintendents  of  the 
Sunday  Schools  in  the  same  district  are  requested  to  close  their 
Schools  for  the  same  period. 

9.  In  houses  where  death  has  taken  place  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  or  cancer,  disinfection  of  one  or  more  rooms  is  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Disinfection  is  always  carried  out  by  or  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Formaldehyde,  produced  by  the  Autan 
method,  is  used  for  fumigating.  I consider  this  method  better  than 
any  form  of  spraying. 


18 


There  were  no  return  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  No  carrier  cases 
were  encountered  during  the  year. 

Weekly  Returns  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  have 
been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

N on-N otifiahle  Diseases:  — 

Measles. — This  disease  was  prevalent  in  the  parishes  of  Dursley, 
Cam,  Uley,  Kingswood,  and  Wotton-under-Edge,  and  a few  cases 
occurred  in  Coaley  and  North  Nibley.  There  was  one  death. 

Whooping  Cough- — No  cases  came  under  notice. 

Chicken  Pox. — -Many  cases  occurred  in  Cam  parish  and  a few 
in  Dursley  and  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Mumps. — A few  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  amongst  Children. — This  is  not  a pre- 
valent disease  in  this  district.  A few  cases  occurred,  two  ending 
fatally. 

Anthrax. — No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

E.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  1st  February,  1913,  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  1912  came  into  force,  under  which  all  cases  of  pulmonary 
and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  made  compulsorily  notifiable. 
Previously  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  only  were  notifiable. 

During  January,  1913,  no  cases  were  notified.  During  the  rest 
of  the  year  12  cases  of  pulmonary  and  8 cases  of  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified;  and  of  the  former  7 were  males  and  5 
females;  of  the  latter  1 male  and  7 females.  All  primary  notifications 
were  received  on  Form  A. 

All  cases  were  visited  on  receipt  of  the  primary  notification,  and 
subsequent  visits  were  frequently  made.  The  particulars  given  below 
were  noted  in  each  case.  The  source  of  infection  was  enquired  into. 
In  no  case  could  infection  be  attributed  to  the  milk  supply.  The 
health  of  all  contacts  was  investigated,  but  among  them  no  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  discovered.  The  bedroom  occupied  by  the  patient 
was  fumigated,  if  the  condition  of  the  patient  allowed  of  it.  Instruc- 
tions were  given  as  to  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  house,  and  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  good  ventilation  urged.  The  use  of  a 
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separate  bedroom  was  advised,  when  possible.  Directions  were  also 
given  as  to  the  disposal  of  sputum.  ^All  requirements  desired  by 
the  medical  attendants  were  carried  out.  The  rooms  were  fumigated 
and  cleansed  after  the  death  of  any  patient.  Disinfectants  and  spit- 
mugs  were  supplied.  No  requests  were  received  for  tuberculin  and 
none  was  supplied.  Printed  leaflets  giving  general  information  and 
instructions  respecting  tuberculosis  and  the  precautions  to  be  taken 
against  the  spread  of  infection  from  the  disease  were  distributed  to 
each  patient. 

The  following  particulars  are  noted  in  each  case: — Name  of 
patient,  age,  sex,  married  or  single,  address,  and  any  previous 
address,  date  of  notification,  by  whom  notified ; occupation,  present 
and  former,  when  last  at  work;  extent  of  disease  and  duration; 
sputum  examined,  date,  result;  flask  used  or  not;  confined  to  bed 
or  not;  separate  sleeping  room  or  not;  probable  source  of  infection; 
history  personal  and  family;  owner  of  house,  occupier;  number  of 
occupants  and  ages ; conditions  of  house,  site,  damp  course,  rain 
spouting;  draining  to,  condition  of  roof;  number  of  sitting-rooms; 
bedrooms;  lighting;  ventilation;  water  supply;  closet;  drainage; 
dates  of  first  and  subsequent  visits. 

In  Table  II.  is  shown  the  number  of  cases  notified,  the  ages  at 
which  they  occurred,  and  the  number  in  the  various  parishes. 

Of  the  12  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 has  died,  and  2 have 
left  the  district.  Of  the  8 cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  3 have 
died,  and  1 has  left  the  district.  Of  !l2  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis notified  previouslv  to  1913,  3 have  died  during  1913  and  1 
has  left  the  district.  Two  cases  notified  in  1913  were  treated  in 
Cranham  Lodge  Sanatorium,  where  beds  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  No  sanatorium,  hospital,  dispensary,  or  other  institutional 
treatment  has  been  provided  by  the  local  wSanitary  Authority. 

F.  Investigations  of  other  Diseases. 

I consider  that  the  chief  influences  threatening  the  health  of 
the  district  are  in  connection  with  defective,  and  absence  of,  drain- 
age, and  the  dirty  condition  in  which  closets  are  kept. 

No  inquiries  have  been  made  into  causes,  origin  and  distribution 
of  diseases,  except  in  regard  to  infectious  diseases  (q.v.). 

The  returns  received  of  all  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness,  taken 
from  the  District  Medical  Officer’s  Relief  Books,  show  that  there 
were  attended  3 cases  of  rheumatism,  1 of  acute  rheumatism,  6 of 
heart  disease,  30  of  bronchitis,  3 of  arterio-sclerosis,  9 of  influenza. 
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26  of  measles,  4 of  cerebral  hemorrhage,  2 of  appendicitis,  3 of  gastro- 
enteritis, 2 of  malignant  disease,  4 of  pneumonia. 

Rickets  and  acute  rheumatism  are  comparatively  rare  in  this 
district.  So  far  as  can  be  ijudged  there  is  no  excessive  prevalence 
of  pneumonia,  but  the  mortality  was  considerable — 15  deaths.  There 
was  a considerable  amount  of  diarrhfoea  and  enteritis  among  adults 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  the  early  part  of  autumn. 
Epidemic  diarrhoea  amongst  children  has  already  been  referred  to. 
There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

Syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  are  not  prevalent  in  this  district.  There 
are  no  local  facilities  for  modern  methods  of  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  these  diseases. 

G.  Means  of  preventing  Mortality  in  Childbirth  and 

in  Infancy, 

Midwives  Act,  1902.  The  Sanitary  Authority  is  not  the 
authoritv  under  this  Act  in  this  district.  Notifications  of  Births  Act, 
1907,  has  not  been  adopted  in  this  district. 

Prevention  of  Infant  Mortality.  Much  useful  work  is  done  by 
the  District  Nurses  in  the  various  parishes  especially  by  urging  that 
medical  attendance  be  promptly  procured.  No  special  means  have 
been  taken,  except  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  epidemic  diarrhcea 
amongst  children,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  making  special  inspections 
with  a view  to  removal  of  refuse  heaps  and  other  insanitary  conditions, 
and  the  distribution  of  leaflets  relating  to  the  destruction  of  flies, 

H.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District, 

Table  I. — -The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year 
based  upon  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  12,377, 
being  an  increase  of  144  since  the  Census  was  taken  in  1911. 

The  nett  number  of  births  was  259,  giving  a rate  of  20.9  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  21.4  in  1912, 
and  21.0  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years.  There  was  one 
inward  transferable  birth.  The  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  in 
1913  was  23.9. 

The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  district  numbered  155 ; rate 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  12.5  as  compared  with  12.0 
in  1912  and  12.9,  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 

There  was  one  outward  transferable  death. 
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There  were  11  inward  transferable  deaths. 

There  were  16  nett  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  all  of  which 
were  registered  in  this  District,  giving  a rate  per  1,000  nett  births 
of  61.8  as  compared  with  64.3  in  1912,  and  74.0,  the  average  for  the 
previous  five  years.  The  infantile  mortality  in  England  and  Wales 
for  1913  was  109  per  1,000  births. 

I'he  nett  deaths  belonging  to  this  district  at  all  ages,  numbered 
165,  giving  the  death  rate  of  13.3  as  compared  with  13.3  in  1912, 
and  13.8,  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  13.3,  and  the  corrected  11.44.  For 
England  and  Wales  the  crude  death  rate  was  13.7,  and  the  standard- 
ized 13.4. 

The  corrected  death-rate  is  the  rate  which  would  have  been 
recorded  had  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  of  this 
district  been  identical  with  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  258  births  registered  in  the  district  160  were  in  the 
Registration  Sub-District  of  Dursley,  and  of  these  68  were  boys,  of 
whom  3 were  illegitimate,  and  8 girls,  1 being  illegitimate,  while 
98  were  in  the  Registration  Sub-District  of  Wotton-under-Edge, 
and  of  these  44  were  boys  3 of  whom  were  illegitimate,  and  54  girls, 
1 being  illegitimate. 

Of  the  155  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  92  were  in  the 
Registration  Sub-District  of  Dursley,  55  males  and  37  females; 
and  63  in  the  Registration  Sub-District  of  Wotton-under-Edge,  31 
being  males  and  32  females.  Of  the  11  inward  transferable  deaths, 
8 were  males  and  3 females. 

Deaths  in  the  Period  of  Old  Age. — 61  persons  70  years  of  age 
and  upwards  died  during  the  year,  37  being  from  70  to  80  years  of 
age,  23  from  80  to  90,  and  1 above  90. 

Table  II. — This  deals  with  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year  1913,  including  Tuberculosis,  and  shows  the  total 
number  of  cases  at  all  ages,  at  certain  ages,  the  parishes  in  which  they 
occurred  and  the  total  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital at  The  Moors. 

5 cases  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  The  Moors,  as 
compared  with  22  in  the  year  1912  and  21  in  1911.  For  further 
particulars  refer  to  individual  diseases. 
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Table  III. — This  shows  the  Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  of 
residents  occurring  within  and  without  the  district,  at  all  ages,  and 
at  certain  periods  of  life,  and  the  number  of  deaths  certihed  and 
uncertified. 

The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz.: — Small  pox, 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  (including  membranous  croup), 
whooping  cough,  ‘‘fever”  (i.e.,  typhus,  enteric  fever,  and  simple 
continued  fever),  and  diarrhoea  accounted  for  4 deaths.  Hence  the 
zymotic  death  rate  is  0.42  as  compared  with  0.24  in  the  year  1912. 

Numb’er  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Deaths  of  population. 


Enteric  Fever  

1 

...  0.08 

Measles  

1 

...  0.08 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

4 

...  0.32 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

2 

...  0.16 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

O 

...  0.24 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

18 

...  1.45 

Bronchitis  

i 

...  0.56 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

...  1.21 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

2 

...  0.16 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  

<■) 

’>) 

...  0.24 

Appendicitis  

1 

...  0.08 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

4 

...  0.32 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformations 
including  Premature  Birth 

9 

...  0.72 

There  were  5 deaths  in  the  Workhouse. 


Table  IV. — ^Tabulates  deaths  from  various  causes  at  various 
ages  under  1 year  of  age,  ini  weeks  and  months ; also  certified  and 
uncertified.  The  Table  also  shows  that  there  were  250  infants  born 
legitimate,  and  9 illegitimate  ; and  that  15  legitimate  infants  died, 
and  1 illegitimate. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  61.8  as  compared  with  64.3  in 
1912.  In  England  and  Wales  during  1913  the  rate  was  109. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  R.  ADAMS  BREWIS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Dursley,  1st  May,  1914. 


for  the  Dursley  Rural  District 


APPENDIX 
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Table  I.  Rural  District  of*  Dursley. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913 

and  previous  Years. 

Name  of  District:  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  DURSLEY. 


Yeae 

I 

Population 
estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year 

Births 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
THE  District 

Transferable  Deaths  of 
oo  Non-Residents  not 

registered  in  the  district 

Transferable  Deaths  of 

vo  Residents  not 

registered  in  the  district 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
THE  District 

ck)  Uncorrected  Number 

Nett 

Under  1 Year 
of  Age 

At  all  Ages 

U 

o 

B 

a 

12; 

4 

O 

cS 

5 

Number 

<D 

ed 

7 

Q Number 

Rate  per 

^ 1,000  Nett 

Births 

i 

Number 

O 

13 

00 

o 

11,252 

264 

23*4 

148 

13-1 

7 

21 

79  5 

155 

13 -7 

o 

CD 

11,199 

232 

20-7 

172 

153 

5 

23 

99.1 

177 

158 

110 

11,146 

265 

23  7 

144 

12-9 

2 

12 

19 

71-7 

154 

13-8 

12,248 

233 

234 

19a 

141 

11'5 

0 

11 

13 

55-5 

152 

12*4 

)12 

12,307 

264 

264 

21-4 

148 

12-0 

0 

16 

17 

64-3 

13-3 

164 

)13 

12,377 

258 

CO 

cn 

CD 

20-9 

155 

12'5 

1 

11 

16 

61-8 

165 

13*3 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water),  26,876. 
Total  population  at  all  ages  12,233  1 

I /V t*  C^Gin^us 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,928  }- 

: of  1911 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4.18  J 


Isolation  Hospital : The  Moors,  Coaley,  provided  by  the  Dursley  Rural  District  Council. 
Sanatorium  : Beds  in  Cranham  Lodge  Sanatorium,  Stroud,  by  the  County  Council. 
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Table  II.  Rural  District  oT  Dursley. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year  1913. 


Table  III 


27 


Rural  District  of  Dursley 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Causes  of  Death. 

NETT  DEATHS  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District. 

TOTAL 
DEATHS 
whether  of 
“Residents’’ 

All 

ages 

Jndei 

I 

! 

i ' 

and 

iundcr 

2 

2 

and 

under 

S 

5 

and 

under 

IS 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

45 

45 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up- 

wards 

or  “ Non- 
Residents”in 
Institutions 
in  the 
District, 

All  causes — Certified 

165 

16 

1 

5 

5 

3 

11 

40 

84 

5 

,,  Uncertified 

0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

, 4 . 

... 

... 

/ 

• • • 

Enteric  Fever  

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Small-pox  

. . • 

• • 

« . • 

• • • 

• • 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

444 

Measles  

1 

b . • 

. . . 

. « • 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

444 

Scarlet  Fever  

. . • 

. • 

« • • 

. • • 

• • 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

• 4 4 

Whooping  Cough  

. . . 

. . 

. . • 

. . . 

. . 

4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. . . 

. . . 

, . 

, . . 

. 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

Influenza  

• . • 

• • . 

• • • 

• • • 

. • 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4 

■ * • 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

r • * 

. . . 

1 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

. . . 

» . • 

. . . 

1 

1 

» 

4 4 

4 4 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease... 

18 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

4 4 4 

1 

9 

7 

Rheumatic  Fever  

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 . 

4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

444 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

. . . 

4 4 4 

... 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

oo 

. . . 

1 

4 4 

6 

15 

Bronchitis 

• • • • • , , 

7 

. . . 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

5 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of 

15 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

5 

6 

1 

Respiratory  organs  ... 

2 

1 

4 4 4 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

3 

1 

. . . 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

4 4 4 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

444 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

• * • 

• • • 

. • 

4 4 4 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4-4  4 

Alcoholism  

1 

. . . 

• • • 

4 4 4 

... 

1 

... 

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Disease 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

3 

4 4 4 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  & diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 4 4 

... 

... 

of  Pregnancy  & Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  & Mal- 
formation, including 

• • • 

* • • 

• . • 

. 4 • 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 * 4 

4 4 4 

Premature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

9 

9 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Suicide 

•••  ••• 

5 

. . . 

• « • 

1 

1 

4 4 4 

1 

2 

Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

63 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

12 

46 

1 

known 

2 

. . . 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

444 

1 

444 

Totals  ... 

165 

16 

1 

5 

5 

3 

1 

40 

84 

5 

Sub-Entries  1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  j 

... 

... 

... 

... 

included  in  V Pneumonia  ... 
above  figjures.  ) 

12 

1 

4 4 4 

...] 

1 

5 

5 

Table  IV, 
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Rural  District  of  Dursley. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


Under  1 week  | 

1-2  weeks  j 

2-3  weeks  I 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

(X 

■+3 

o 

a 

vO 

K) 

6-9  months 

9- 12  months  I 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year 

• . . 

9 

0 

2 

0 

11 

0 

1 

1 

3 

16 

... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

9 

9 

1 

1 

1 

... 

9 

0 

2 

0 

11 

0 

1 

1 

3 

16 

All  causes  j Certified 

I Uncertified 


I'  Small-pox  

• Chicken-pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas  

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  

Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 
Suffocation, 

Injury  at  birth 
Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus. 
Other  Causes  ... 

Totals 


overlying 


Nett  Births  in  the  year — 


legitimate  ...  250 

illegitimate  ...  9 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 

legitimate  infants  ...  15 
illegitimate  infants  ...  1 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Off icer  of  Health  for  the  Year 
1913,  for  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Dursley, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

i._inspection  of  factories,  workshops 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  ...  ...  34 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

90 

3 

0 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  53 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

146 

6 

0 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

Total  ... 

256 

9 1 

0 

2._defects  found  in  factories,  workshops 

AND  WORKPLACES. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  tc 
H M. 
Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

0 

0 

Want  of  ventilation 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

0 

Insufficient 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101)  

0 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require- 
ments  for  bakehouses  (ss.  97 
to  100)  

6 

6 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  which  are  included  in 
Part  3 of  this  Report) 

Total 

12 

12 

0 

0 
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3.— HOME  WORK. 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Sec.  107. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers 

Lists 

Con- 

tractors 

Work- 

men 

Wearing  Apparel — 

^^(l)  making,  etc.  , 

1 

1 

3 

Total 

1 

1 

3 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Eegister  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number 

Bakehouses 

25 

Tailors 

4 

Dressmakers 

8 

Bootmakers 

5 

Laundries 

2 

Upholsterers 

2 

Carpenters 

3 

Saddlers 

2 

Blacksmiths 

2 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Eegister  ... 

53 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


1 

Class. 

Number 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories:  — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 

Nil 

Act  (s.  133)  ...  ..  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

by  H.M.  Inspector  as  reme-  j 
diable  under  the  Public  I 

Health  Acts,  but  not  under  f 

the  Factory  and  Workshop  Eeports  (of  action  taken) 
Act  (s.  5,  1901)  ^ sent  to  H.M.  Inspector... 

1 

t «•*  •••  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Nil 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101);  — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  

Nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Nil 

(Signed)  R.  ADAMS  BREWIS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1st  May,  1914. 
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Table  C,  1913. 

Dursley  Rural  Sanitary  District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— ROBERT  ADAMS  BREWIS,  M.D. 
Sanitary  Inspector — WILLIAM  WEBB. 


1.— Housing. 


a.  Number  of  plans  for  new  houses 

approved  

b.  Number  of  houses  built  

c.  Number  of  houses  for  which  Water 

Certificates  were  granted  under 
Section  6,  Public  Health  (Water) 
xAct,  1875  

d.  In  what  parishes,  if  any,  is  there 

deficiency  of  housing  for  the 
working  classes  ? 

e.  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc., 
Act,  1909 — Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ... 

1.  Who  is  the  Inspecting  Officer 
designated  under  Article  ii.  ? ... 

2.  What  forms  of  records  have 

been  adopted  ? 

a.  For  use  in  inspecting?  ... 

h.  For  permanent  records?  ... 

c.  For  presentation  to  the 
Council  ? 

3.  What  areas  were  inspected  during 

1 Q1  Q P 

vj  « •••  ...  ...  .«•  ...  ... 

4.  — 1.  Number  of  houses  inspected 

2.  Number  of  houses  with 

defects  for  which  notices 
were  necessary  

3.  Number  of  houses  for  which 

notices  were  served  

a.  Under  Sec.  15,  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc..  Act, 

1909  


17 

34 


34 

Dursley,  Cam, 
Coaley,  Uley. 


William  Webb 

Hadden  & Best 
,,  Pocket  Book 
,,  Record  Sheets 

,,  Record  Sheets 

All  parishes,  except 
Slimbridge  and 
Stinchcombe 

135 

48 


48 
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Number  remedied  All 

h.  Under  other  Sections  of 

Public  Health  Acts  4 

Number  remedied  4 

4.  (a)  Number  of  houses  unfit 

for  habitation  1 

(b)  Number  made  habitable 

without  closing  orders  ...  0 

5.  Number  of  representations 

made  to  District  Council  1 

6.  (a)  Number  of  houses  for 

which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  1 

(h)  Number  of  houses  made 
habitable  after  service  of 
orders  0 

7.  (a)  Number  of  houses  for 

which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  0 

(h)  Number  of  houses  de- 
molished   0 

/.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  2 

Number  abated  2 

g.  Number  of  houses  cleansed  on 

notice  4 

2.— Water  Supply. 

a.  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the 


existing  sources  of  supply  ? . . 

. 

No 

b. 

Has  any  application  for  a 

Loan 

been  made  ? 

. • • • 

No 

1.  Amount  

2.  Purpose  

. 

c. 

Number  of  new  connections 

with 

public  supply  

. 

24 

d. 

Number  of  wells  sunk  or  improved 

sources  of  supply  provided  .. 

. 

5 

e. 

Number  of  wells  closed 

. • • • 

0 

/. 

Number  of  samples  taken 

for 

examination 

. 

18 
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3.— Sewerage  and  Drainage. 


a.  Has  any  application  for  a Loan 
been  made  

1.  Amount  

2.  Purpose  

h.  Number  of  houses  newly  connected 
with  sewers 

c.  Number  of  W.C.’s  newly  supplied 

with  flushing-  cisterns 

d.  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail 

closets,  or  improved  privies  con- 
structed   


One 

£10,500 

Sewerage  Scheme 
28 
28 

22 


e.  Number  of  notices  served  to  empty 

“ Privy  Vaults  ” 18 

/.  No.  of  privy  vaults  abolished  ...  18 


4.— Refuse  Disposal. 

Has  any  change  been  made  in  the 

arrangements  for  the  removal  or  A new  Scave  iging  Tip 
disposal  of  house  refuse  ? at  Cam 


—Numbers  inspected  of  each  of 

the  following: 

No.  &r. 
Registcf 

No. 

Inspected 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections 

a.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

2 ... 

2 .. 

. 12 

h.  Slaughter  Houses 

20  ... 

20  .. 

. 90 

c.  Bakehouses  

25  ... 

25  .. 

. 73 

d.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops  ... 

190  ... 

190  .. 

. 157 

e.  Canal  Boats 

0 ... 

0 .. 

. 0 

/.  Workshops  

53  ... 

53  .. 

. 146 

g.  Residences  of  out-workers 

3 ... 

3 .. 

. 6 

6.— General. 


a. 

Number  of  complaints  received  ... 

14 

h. 

Number  of  nuisances  reported  to 
District  Council  

1 . ^I^ota.1  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

86 

2.  Swine  

0 

c. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated 

86 

d. 

Total  number  of  preliminary  notices 
served  

86 
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e.  Total  number  of  statutor>  notices 

served  49 

/.  Total  number  of  summonses  taken 

out  •••  •••  •••  •••  9 

g.  Total  number  of  convictions  ...  0 


7.— Bye-Laws. 

Have  any  changes  in,  or  additions  to, 
the  Bye-laws  been  made?  


Repeal  of  Bye-laws  with 
respect  to  New  Streets 
in  Dursley. 


8.— Infectious  Diseases. 

a.  Number  of  cases  visited  and  re- 
ported on  

h.  Number  of  houses  in  which  cases 
occurred  

c.  Number  of  houses  disinfected  ... 

d.  Methods  of  disinfection  used 


4T 

26 

25 

Formaldehyde. 


9.— Isolation  Hospital. 

a.  Have  any  changes  been  made  in 
existing  arrangements? 

h.  If  yes,  what  changes  ? 


10  — What  are  the  chief  Sanitary 
Requirements  of  the  District? 

In  Dursley,  completion  of  Sewer  Connections  and  Cleansing 
Streets. 

In  Cam,  completion  of  Sewer  Connections  and  Improved  Wal 
Supply. 

In  Wotton-under-Edge,  Sewerage  System. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  of  District  estimated  to  middle  of  1913  ...  12,377. 


No. 

Rate  per  1,000 

Births  

259 

...  20.9 

Deaths  

165 

...  13.3 

Do.  under  1 

16 

...  61.8 

Smallpox  

0 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

Nil. 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 
Croup)  

0 

Nil. 

Fever  (d) 

1 

...  0.08 

Measles  

1 

...  0.08 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (e)  

2 

...  0.16 

Zymotic  (a)  

4 

...  0.32 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

4 

...  0.32 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

5 

0.40 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

18 

...  1.45 

Enteritis  (/)  

1 

...  0.08 

Respiratory  Diseases  (c) 

24 

...  1.94 

(Signed)  R.  ADAMS  BREWIS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Dnrsley  Rural  District. 


Dursley,  1st  May,  1914. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1913. 

TO  THE  DURSLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

I beg  to  place  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1913. 

There  are  20  slaughter  houses  in  the  District  situated  in  8 
different  parishes,  as  follows : Cam  3,  Dursley  4,  Coaley  1, 
Kingswood  2,  Nympsfield  1,  Slimbridge  1,  Uley  1,  Wotton-under- 
Edge  7.  These  have  been  inspected  under  the  Byelaws  for 
Slaughter-houses,  and  limewashing  ordered  to  be  done  in  1,  and 
floor  repaired  in  1.  The  number  of  inspections  being  103. 

The  number  of  Bakehouses  in  the  District  is  24,  including  4 
factory  bakehouses,  in  8 parishes,  as  follows  : Cam  3,  Dursley  3, 
Kingswood  1,  Nympsfield  1,  Slimbridge  3,  Uley  2,  Wotton-under- 
Edge  9.  Limewashing  ordered  to  be  done  in  4,  and  floors  repaired 
in  6.  Number  of  inspections  80.  Three  of  the  factory  bakehouses 
are  in  Dursley  and  1 in  Cam. 

During  the  year  3 persons  have  been  registered  as  milk-sellers, 
making  a total  on  the  register  of  76,  and  113  cow’sheds.  Defective 
floors  in  the  sheds  repaired  in  3,  defective  drainage  in  1,  and 
limewashing  in  9. 

There  is  only  1 milkshop  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  being  153. 

The  number  of  factories  is  34,  including  4 factory  bakehouses. 
Limewashing  was  ordered  to  be  done  in  3.  90  inspections  were 

made.  The  number  of  workshops  is  53  including  bakehouses,  and 
limewashing  ordered  in  6.  Inspections  made,  146. 
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There  are  only  2 lodging  houses  in  the  district,  and  both  are 
in  Wotton-under-Edge.  These  have  both  been  inspected  4 times 
each  under  the  byelaws,  and  I have  found  no  fault  with  either. 

During  the  year  21  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer 
in  Dursley  and  7 in  Cam.  The  sewer  was  extended  in  three  places, 
near  Victoria  Schools,  The  'Knapp,  and  The  Slade,  Dursley. 

No  connections  were  made  to  sewers  in  Kingswood  or 
Wotton-under-Edge. 

In  October  several  complaints  were  received  from  Nympsfield 
with  respect  to  offensive  smells  which  proved  to  come  from  the 
untrapped  gratings  in  the  road,  also  the  pollution  of  a well  of  water 
and  the  flooding  of  a cellar.  This  was  caused  by  the  defective 
state  of  the  surface  water  drain  which  is  composed  of  rough  stone 
and  was  originally  intended  only  for  road  water,  but  from  time  to 
time  the  drains  from  24  houses  have  been  connected  to  it.  This 
was  reported  to  the  District  Council,  and  a committee  appointed  to 
visit  Nympsfield  reported  to  the  Council  that  a new  pipe  sewer 
should  be  layed,  and  this  is  now  under  consideration.  The  outfall 
is  at  the  bottom  end  of  the  village  in  the  fields  leading  to  Newmarket, 
near  Nailsworth.  No  complaints  have  been  received  as  regards  the 
outfall. 

In  April  I was  directed  to  make  a list  under  the  following 
headings. 

List  of  property  in  Dursley  without  proper  drainage  and  within 
100  feet  of  new  sewer.  This  is  13  houses. 

List  of  property  in  Dursley  connected  to  new  sewer.  This 
being  499  houses. 

List  of  property  in  Dursley  connected  to  old  sewer.  This  is 
87  houses. 

In  May  I was  asked  by  the  Cam  Parochial  Committee  to  make 
a list  of  the  different  points  where  the  old  sewer  discharged  into  the 
stream.  This  was  done  and  a report  sent  to  the  Cam  Parochial 
Committee  and  the  District  Council.  In  October  I was  directed  by 
’the  Council  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Rowley,  Cam. 
This  was  done  and  the  scheme  adopted,  and  it  was  decided  to  proceed 
with  the  work  as  soon  as  possible. 

A scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Cam  New  Garden  City  has  been 
prepared  and  tenders  have  been  received,  but  nothing  more  done. 


38 


the  lowest  tender  being  £110.  I am  of  opinion  that  a sewer  should 
be  layed  to  prevent  the  possible  pollution  of  the  water  supplies  to  the 
houses,  this  being  obtained  by  sinking  wells  about  16  feet  deep,  the 
water  rising  to  within  two  feet  of  the  surface.  I hope  the  scheme 
will  not  be  allowed  to  drop  through,  for  cesspits  are  a nuisance  at  the 
best. 

Infectious  Diseases. — See  M.O.H.’s  Report. 

Housing. — See  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


No.  of  overcrowding  cases  reported  to  the  Council  ...  2 

abated  2 

Pail  closets  constructed  22 

Houses  cleansed  4 

Privy  Vaults  emptied  ...  18 

Complaints  received  14 

Nuisances  reported  86 

abated 86 

Preliminary  notices  served  86 

Statutory  notices  served  49 

Inspections  made  respecting  nuisances  319 


I beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


WILLIAM  WEBB, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


